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“The biggest risk to housing 
markets today is not falling 
demand - it is the inability to 
supply homes fast enough.”



Fraser Coast Medium House Price $735,000
Increased 12.70% over last 12 Months 



Rental Market 
– Fraser Coast, 
Hervey Bay & 
Maryborough

• Fraser Coast vacancy rate:

around 1.3%

• Hervey Bay: approximately 1.2% 

vacancy

• Maryborough: around 0.9% 

vacancy

• A balanced rental market is 

around 2.6–3.5%

• Indicates very tight rental supply 

across the region



120,685 Population 

Hervey Bay Population

65,000+ residents

≈ 54% of the Fraser Coast



Lower income , 
Higher Age 

Age 51 , State 

Average is 38 

Lower Income $1,114 

per week, State 

$1,637



Lower Education- Higher Unemployment 
We Have higher trades then Qld average 26% compared to 22%

Unemployment is 8.5% compared to 5.4% but its dropping down 3.5%



Covid Effect 
120,685 Pop.

Over last 4-5 years our population 

has grown over 2600 p.a on 

average which is over 2.3% p.a

Previous 10 years was 1.3% 

average 

That’s around 1300 pa , half of 

whats happening now 



Key Economic Stats 

$6.16 Billion regional economy 

44,469 Local Jobs 

6726 Local Businesses

Health Care our largest Industry



Building Approvals

• $503 million in building approvals in 

2025–26 (FYTD December)

• Building approvals measure future 

construction activity

• Construction peaked at around    

$1.1 billion in 2023–24

• Driven largely by strong residential 

demand

• Reflects population growth and migration 

to the region

• Construction remains a major driver 

of the local economy



Fraser Coast 
Employment 
Snapshot
• Total employment: 35,355 jobs (2023–24)

• Jobs growth since 2018–19: +6,337 jobs

Three Largest Employment Sectors

1. Health Care & Social Assistance

• 8,039 jobs

• 22.7% of total employment

• Largest industry in the region

2. Construction

• 3,755 jobs

• 10.6% of employment

3. Retail Trade

• 3,385 jobs

• 9.6% of employment



“Health care and construction are 
driving job growth on the Fraser Coast.”

• +6,337 new jobs since 2018–19

• Health Care driving growth (+2,659 jobs)

• Construction surge (+970 jobs)

• Education expanding (+644 jobs)

• Hospitality growth (+471 jobs)

• Economy shifting toward service 

industries



Fraser Coast –
A Region 
Growing 
Rapidly

• Population 120,658 today

• Forecast to reach 151,070 by 

2046

• Growth of over 30,000 

residents

• 25% population increase over 

the next 20 years

• Strong migration driving 

regional growth



Young People Leaving – Retirees Arriving

• Strong net migration of retirees and older 

residents

• Largest growth in 60–75 age groups

• Loss of young adults (20–24) leaving 

the region

• Many young people move away for 

education and career 

opportunities

• Population growth driven largely by 

lifestyle and retirement migration



Housing 
Demand Will 
Drive the Fraser 
Coast’s Future

• 860 new homes required every year

• Total dwellings forecast to reach 74,023 by 2046

• Driven by population growth and migration

• Housing delivery will be critical to supporting 

regional growth

• 21,497 additional dwellings forecast across the    

Fraser Coast

• Hervey Bay growth areas leading new housing 

supply

• North East Hervey Bay +5,681 homes

• South West Hervey Bay +3,430 homes

• Dundowran – Nikenbah growth corridor 

expanding rapidly



Now for the Main 

Event, brought to 

you by the Bendigo 

Bank 
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